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ROBERTS, DAVID OWEN (1888 - 1958), educationalist

Name: David Owen Roberts
Date of birth: 1888
Date of death:  1958
Spouse: Ann Roberts (née Edwards)
Parent: Hannah Roberts (née Jones)
Parent: Gethin Roberts
Gender: Male
Occupation: educationalist
Area of activity: Education
Author: William Thomas Pennar Davies

Born 6 October 1888 at 28 Church Row, Trecynon, Aberdare, son of Hannah (née Jones) and Gethin Roberts. He was educated at Llwydcoed Elementary School, Aberdare
County School and Bangor Normal College, 1907-09, where he gained his Teacher's Certificate. He became successively schoolmaster at Park School, Trecynon, Cwmdâr
school and Abernant school, all in the vicinity of Aberdare. He taught Welsh, geography and music at Gadlys Central School, Aberdare, 1923-40, and was appointed
headmaster of the school in 1940, a post which he retained until he retired in 1949.

In. 1923-24 he established Undeb Athrawon Cymreig and was secretary of the Union until the end of World War II when Undeb Cenedlaethol Athrawon Cymru was set up.
He was also a member of the editorial board of Yr Athro from its commencement in 1928 until his death. He published very useful textbooks facilitating the teaching of
Welsh, namely Llwybr y Gymraeg 1, 2 and 3 and Priffordd y Gymraeg 1, 2 and 3 (both series pre-1930) and Cynllun Newydd yn y Gymraeg (1930), followed by Some Notes
of Lessons for Teachers of 'Priffordd y Gymraeg' (1932). He contributed to Yr Athro a number of articles and notes on teaching Welsh and gave lectures in many localities
on teaching children Welsh, particularly as a second language. He was the principal lecturer of the Union of Welsh Societies on bilingual teaching in schools, 1929-40. He
received an hon. M.A. of the University of Wales in 1951 in recognition of his valuable contribution to education.

D.O. Roberts was very active in college and eisteddfod circles in Wales, in the National Book Festival, and in the musical life of the Cynon valley. He often gave radio talks
drawing particular attention to the minority cultures and languages of Europe. His ideals were internationalist and pacifist and he strongly supported the cause of
selfgovernment for Wales.

He married Ann Edwards 23 April 1917 and they had one son and one daughter. He died 29 August 1958.
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not receive grant support. A donation would help us maintain and improve the site so that we can continue to acknowledge Welsh men and women who have made notable
contributions to life in Wales and beyond.
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