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JONES, THOMAS GRIFFITHS (Cyffin; 1834 - 1884), antiquary -

Name: Thomas Griffiths Jones

Pseudonym: Cyffin

Date of birth: 1834

Date of death: 1884

Spouse: Mary Anna Jones (née Pryce)

Parent: Elizabeth Jones

Parent: David Jones

Gender: Male

Occupation: antiquary

Area of activity: History and Culture

Author: Enid Pierce Roberts

son of David and Elizabeth Jones; was born at Llansantffraid, Montgomeryshire, 12 January 1834. His father, a shopkeeper, died when he was 14 and he carried on the
business until his own death, 10 September 1884. Since he had received very little schooling, owing to ill-health, he undertook to educate himself by extensive reading and
writing. He took great delight in collecting books and manuscripts, and was keenly interested in the folk-lore, native idiom, traditions, and antiquities of Wales, and
especially those of his own district. It is said he collected a mass of material on the history of the Quakers in Montgomeryshire. He was a frequent contributor to Welsh
periodicals, sometimes using the pen-name Cyffin, and in later years ' Gypt ' and ' Borderer.' He was an accomplished penillion -singer. In the summer of 1861 he
succeeded in founding the Powys Cymreigyddion society, and became its first president. When the Powysland club was formed he became an active member, and

contributed to the Mont. Coll. He was a Nonconformist (Independent) and a Liberal. He married, 7 February 1871, Mary Anna, daughter of Samuel Pryce, Gwern-y-pant; they
had six children.
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