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WILLIAMS, GRIFFITH (Gutyn Peris; 1769 - 1838), poet

Name: Griffith Williams
Pseudonym: Gutyn Peris
Date of birth: 1769
Date of death:  1838
Parent: Catrin Williams (née Gruffydd)
Parent: William Williams
Gender: Male
Occupation: poet
Area of activity: Poetry
Author: Griffith Thomas Roberts

Born 2 February 1769 at Hafod Olau, Waun-fawr, Caernarfonshire. His father was William, second son of Edward Williams of Llwyn-celyn, Llanberis, and his mother was
Catrin, daughter of Morgan Gruffydd ('Morgan y Gogrwr') of Llŷn. He started life as a farm worker but later found employment at the Penrhyn quarry where, in due course,
he became a foreman. He broke his ankle in an accident in the quarry and was out of work and under the care of Dr. Robert Isaac of Ymwlch Fawr for nine months. He was
at that time lodging in the house of Abraham Williams (Bardd Du Eryri) at Gwaun-y-gwiail, Llanllechid, and he was lent books and given instruction by Bardd Du; that was
how he came to learn the laws of prosody. He was created a bard ' according to the rights and usages of the bards of the Isle of Britain ' at the Dinorwig chair eisteddfod,
1799, by Iolo Morganwg. He wrote many cywyddau and other poems for the periodicals and published a book of his works in 181 under the title Ffrwyth Awen. He was
considered the most outstanding of Bardd Du Eryri's 'chicks', but very little of what he wrote can be regarded as true poetry in spite of the fact that he won the
Gwyneddigion prize for his awdlau on ' Goronwy Owen ' and George III's Jubilee in 1803 and 1810. He died 18 September 1838, and was buried at Llandygài.
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