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TYSILIO, a 7th century Celtic saint =

Name: Tysilio

Parent: Brochwel Ysgythrog
Gender: Male

Occupation: Celtic saint
Area of activity: Religion
Author: Emrys George Bowen

said to be the son of Brocmail, prince of Powys. No 'Life' of S. Tysilio survives in Wales but he is given a genealogy in ' Bonedd y Saint ' and there is a poem in his honour
written by Cynddelw in the second half of the 12th century. He is mentioned again in the 'Life' of S. Beuno written by an anchorite of Llanddewi-brefi in 1346. It would
appear that his legend was borrowed in the 15th century by the monks of S. Suliac in Brittany or by some canons of S. Malo, interested in Suliac in order to write up a
legendary of the patron of that church the details of whose life had long since been forgotten. In this way S. Tysilio became identified with S. Suliac and the Welsh saint's
legend is preserved for us in the 'Life' of the patron of S. Suliac. From his 'Life' we learn hat S. Tysilio wished as a lad to embrace the religious life and left his family and
went to Meifod in Montgomeryshire to be instructed by the abbot Gwyddfarch. Later he retired to the shore of the Menai and founded there the church of Llandysilio. After
his return to Meifod he was subjected to considerable annoyance at the hands of his sister-in-law and consequently fled to Brittany and founded the church of S. Suliac on
the estuary of the Rance. The topographical evidence of the cult of S. Tysilio is for the most part a reflection of this legend or quite possibly, the legend might be an attempt
to explain the distribution of the ancient churches bearing his name. He is clearly a Powysian saint with outlying dedications on the Menai, near the south Cardiganshire
coast, and close to the present Pembrokeshire - Carmarthenshire border. The location of these outlying dedications strongly suggests that S. Tysilio did on some occasion
journey along the much frequented western sea-routes so beloved by many another Celtic saint. As we have seen there is no evidence at all that he himself crossed the
Channel to Brittany, but it is certain that his legend did so in later times.

Author

Professor Emrys George Bowen, (1900 - 1983)

Sources

Baring-Gould and John Fisher, The Lives of the British Saints: the saints of Wales and Cornwall and such Irish saints as have dedications in Britaipiv, 296-305
Wade-Evans, Welsh Christian Origins (Oxford 1934), ' 1934, 167
G. H. Doble, Saint Sulian and Saint Tysilio (Guildford 1936), Cornish Saint Series No. 37, 1936

E. G. Bowen, 'The Saints of Gwynedd,'in Caernarvonshire Historical Society Transactions. 1948, 13-5

Further Reading

Wikipedia Article: Tysilio

Additional Links

VIAF: 166830904

Wikidata: Q1293017

Published date: 1959

Article Copyright: http:/rightsstatements.org/page/InC-RUU/1.0/
oODD

The Dictionary of Welsh Biography is provided by The National Library of Wales and the University of Wales Centre for Advanced Welsh and Celtic Studies. It is free to use and does
not receive grant support. A donation would help us maintain and improve the site so that we can continue to acknowledge Welsh men and women who have made notable
contributions to life in Wales and beyond.

Find out more on our sponsorship page.

| @nate

APA Citation

&

Bowen, E. G., (1959). TYSILIO, a 7th century Celtic saint. Dictionary of Welsh Biography. Retrieved 10 Nov 2024, from https://biography.wales/article/s-TYSI-LIO-0548

[ Copy to Clipboard

Privacy & Cookies
Copyright
The Project

Help
Contact



https://biography.wales/
https://biography.wales/
https://biography.wales/browse/A
https://biography.wales/authors/A
http://bywgraffiadur.cymru/article/c-TYSI-LIO-0548
https://twitter.com/WelshBiography
https://biography.wales/
https://llinellamser.bywgraffiadur.cymru/en
https://twitter.com/WelshBiography
http://bywgraffiadur.cymru/article/c-TYSI-LIO-0548
https://biography.wales/
https://biography.wales/browse/A
https://biography.wales/authors/A
https://biography.wales/pdf/s-TYSI-LIO-0548.pdf
javascript:window.print();
file:///tmp/s-BROC-YSG-0502
file:///tmp/s-CYND-BRY-1155
file:///tmp/s-BEUN-O00-0642
http://hdl.handle.net/10107/5901592
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tysilio
https://viaf.org/viaf/166830904
http://www.wikidata.org/entity/Q1293017
http://rightsstatements.org/page/InC-RUU/1.0/
https://biography.wales/pdf/s-TYSI-LIO-0548.pdf
javascript:window.print();
file:///donate
https://www.library.wales/index.php?id=7848&L=0&donate=bywgraffiadur
https://www.library.wales/index.php?id=355
https://biography.wales/copyright
https://biography.wales/about
https://biography.wales/help
https://biography.wales/about#contactus

H€1® LLYFRGEL
NLW m3'nu


https://www.library.wales/
http://www.wales.ac.uk/en/CentreforAdvancedWelshCelticStudies/IntroductiontotheCentre.aspx
https://www.cymmrodorion.org/
https://gov.wales/?lang=en

	TYSILIO, a 7th century Celtic saint
	Author
	Sources
	Further Reading
	Additional Links
	APA Citation



