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ROBERT ' OF GLOUCESTER ' (fl. 1099-1147), earl of Gloucester -

Name: Robert

Spouse: Mabel Fitzhamon

Child: William FitzRobert

Parent: Harri

Gender: Male

Occupation: earl of Gloucester

Area of activity: Politics, Government and Political Movements; Royalty and Society
Author: Robert Thomas Jenkins

Natural son of king Henry | of England; born before his father's accession to the throne. The legend (found in the 'Gwentian Brut,' The Myvyrian Archaiology of Wales, ii,
540) that his mother was Nest, daughter of Rhys ap Tewdwr, is one of lolo Morganwg's fabrications, though Henry did, indeed, have a son by Nest later on. Robert has a
great and honourable place in English history (see D.N.B.), but the present note will refer only to his contacts with Wales.

The first Norman lord of Glamorgan was Robert Fitzhamon (died 1107) (see D.N.B.). He left an heiress, Mabel (* Mabli ' to the Welsh - she died 1157), and Henry bestowed
her on his son Robert, raising him, at some time in the year 1121-3, to the earldom of Gloucester, including the lordship of Glamorgan. He is lauded on all sides - as a brave
soldier, as a wise statesman, and as a patron of letters. Geoffrey of Monmouth dedicated one version of his Historia to him. Robert Fitzhamon had already built Cardiff
castle, and the town is referred to as a 'borough' in his time, but it was Robert of Gloucester and his son William (below) who granted Cardiff its charter in the oldest form
known to us (Mathews, Cardiff Records, i, 10-11). He favoured the monastic movement : it was under his aegis that Richard de Grenville in 1130 founded Neath abbey, and
it was Robert himself, in the last year of his life, who founded Margam. He died 31 October 1147.

All that is remembered of his son WILLIAM (died 1183) is the somewhat ludicrous incident of 1158, when he and his family were abducted from Cardiff castle by Ifor Bach of
Senghennydd. Of William's children, the son, ROBERT, predeceased him in 1166. The eldest daughter, ISABEL (also called ' Hawise ') was married to prince (afterwards

king) John; and although the marriage was dissolved, John clung to her lands till 1214. They finally passed to Isabel's sister AMICIA; her marriage to Roger de Clare
ultimately brought Gloucester and Glamorgan into the hands of the Clare family.
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Find out more on our sponsorship page.
| @nate

APA Citation

&

Jenkins, R. T., (1959). ROBERT ' OF GLOUCESTER ' (fl. 1099-1147), earl of Gloucester. Dictionary of Welsh Biography. Retrieved 9 Nov 2024, from
https://biography.wales/article/s-ROBE-GAE-1099

[0 Copy to Clipboard

Privacy & Cookies
Copyright

The Project
Help
Contact



https://biography.wales/
https://biography.wales/
https://biography.wales/browse/A
https://biography.wales/authors/A
http://bywgraffiadur.cymru/article/c-ROBE-GAE-1099
https://twitter.com/WelshBiography
https://biography.wales/
https://llinellamser.bywgraffiadur.cymru/en
https://twitter.com/WelshBiography
http://bywgraffiadur.cymru/article/c-ROBE-GAE-1099
https://biography.wales/
https://biography.wales/browse/A
https://biography.wales/authors/A
https://biography.wales/pdf/s-ROBE-GAE-1099.pdf
javascript:window.print();
file:///tmp/s-DEWI-NES-1120
file:///tmp/s11-RHYS-APT-1093
file:///tmp/s-WILL-EDW-1747
file:///tmp/s-DEWI-NES-1120
file:///tmp/s-SIEF-OFY-1090
file:///tmp/s-IFOR-BAC-1158
file:///tmp/s-CLAR-ETU-1050
file:///tmp/s-CLAR-ETU-1050
http://hdl.handle.net/10107/4798281
http://hdl.handle.net/10107/4815203
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert,_1st_Earl_of_Gloucester
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q462997
http://rightsstatements.org/page/InC/1.0/
https://biography.wales/pdf/s-ROBE-GAE-1099.pdf
javascript:window.print();
file:///donate
https://www.library.wales/index.php?id=7848&L=0&donate=bywgraffiadur
https://www.library.wales/index.php?id=355
https://biography.wales/copyright
https://biography.wales/about
https://biography.wales/help
https://biography.wales/about#contactus

H€1® LLYFRGEL
NLW m3'nu


https://www.library.wales/
http://www.wales.ac.uk/en/CentreforAdvancedWelshCelticStudies/IntroductiontotheCentre.aspx
https://www.cymmrodorion.org/
https://gov.wales/?lang=en

	ROBERT ' OF GLOUCESTER ' (fl. 1099-1147), earl of Gloucester
	Author
	Sources
	Further Reading
	Additional Links
	APA Citation



