
PRICE, JOHN (1830 - 1906), principal of the Normal College, Bangor, from 1891 to 1905;

Born at Oswestry, 9 March 1830, son of the Rev. Edward Price. He attended schools first in Birmingham and then in
Montgomeryshire before going to Bala College under Lewis Edwards in 1848. After being there for four years he went to the
Borough Road training college, London, for the year 1852-3, and here he was an exceptionally successful student. There
followed two years as a schoolmaster at Llanfyllin, after which he went in 1855 to open the British School at Bala. His ability
brought him to the notice of Sir Hugh Owen and he was invited to assist the Rev. John Phillips in the new training college at
Bangor; here, he started work when the college was opened in 1858. In 1863, when Phillips was appointed principal of the
college, he became deputy principal, an appointment which he continued to hold under the Rev. Daniel Rowlands from
1867 to 1891, when he himself was made principal. In the first phase a substantial portion of the work of the college fell on
Price's shoulders and it was during that period that his most important services were rendered. During that time the
college on several occasions won a high reputation among the training colleges of the kingdom. The deputy principal had
not been given the highest standard of education but he was a man of undoubted ability, had complete command of the
English and Welsh languages, and was a highly competent teacher. He taught various subjects, but his outstanding success
was not in those, such as English and history, with which he was well acquainted, but in a subject which was new to him -
botany. It is true that his knowledge of botany was sketchy, but so great was his new-born enthusiasm that he succeeded in
passing on the infection to his students, some of whom became imbued with the spirit of research. John Price was a leader
in the religious life of Bangor, and was also for thirty years chairman of the school board. He was, moreover, a prominent
member of the city council, and had great influence in the councils and on the platform of the Liberal party at a time when
the relations between the Liberal and Tory parties were very strained. He stoutly maintained his views in many fierce
debates and against all opposition. But the stormy period of his public life came to an end when he accepted greater
responsibilities in the college and was appointed principal, chiefly because of his long service and all that he had done for
education and religion in the district. He died 6 November 1906.

Author
Thomas RobertsThomas Roberts , (1885 - 1960)

Sources
Bangor Normal College for the training of teachers for British schools in Wales Report, 1863-1905

Carnarvon and Denbigh herald, and North and South Wales independent, 1890, 1906

Yr Herald Cymraeg

North Wales Chronicle

Cymru (O.M.E.), v

Y Goleuad, 1891, 1906

Y Genedl Gymreig, 1906

Sir Henry Lewis, The History of Bangor Normal College

J. Lloyd Williams, Atgofion tri chwarter canrif, iii

Sir Henry Jones, Old Memories. Autobiography of Sir Henry Jones (London 1923)

NLW MSS 3841-2, 5479-83, 7825, 7827-8, 2830-1, 5481

Additional Links
Wikidata: Q20804721

Published date: Published date: 1959

Name:Name: John Price
Date of birth:Date of birth: 1830
Date of death:Date of death: 1906
Parent:Parent: Edward Price
Gender:Gender: Male
Occupation:Occupation: principal of the Normal College, Bangor
Area of activity:Area of activity: Education
Author:Author: Thomas Roberts

file:///tmp/s-PRIC-EDW-1797
file:///tmp/s-EDWA-LEW-1809
file:///tmp/s-OWEN-HUG-1804
file:///tmp/s-PHIL-JOH-1810
file:///tmp/s-PHIL-JOH-1810
file:///tmp/s-ROWL-DAN-1827
http://www.wikidata.org/entity/Q20804721


Article Copyright: Article Copyright: http://rightsstatements.org/page/InC/1.0/ 

The Dictionary of Welsh Biography is provided by The National Library of Wales and the University of Wales Centre for
Advanced Welsh and Celtic Studies. It is free to use and does not receive grant support. A donation would help us maintain
and improve the site so that we can continue to acknowledge Welsh men and women who have made notable contributions
to life in Wales and beyond.

Find out more on our sponsorship page.

Donate

http://rightsstatements.org/page/InC/1.0/
file:///donate
https://www.library.wales/index.php?id=7848&L=0&donate=bywgraffiadur

	PRICE, JOHN (1830 - 1906), principal of the Normal College, Bangor, from 1891 to 1905;
	Author
	Sources
	Additional Links


