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FRANCIS, GEORGE GRANT (1814 - 1882), business man and antiquary -

Name: George Grant Francis

Date of birth: 1814

Date of death: 1882

Spouse: Sarah Francis (née Richardson)

Parent: Mary Francis (née Grant)

Parent: John Francis

Gender: Male

Occupation: business man and antiquary

Area of activity: Business and Industry; History and Culture; Scholarship and Languages

Author: Henry John Randall

The son of John Francis and Mary Grant and a brother to J. D. Francis, he was born at Swansea in January 1814, was educated at its grammar school, and spent the whole of
his active life there. In 1840 he married Sarah, the eldest daughter of John Richardson, a Northumbrian settled in Swansea; they had three sons. He died in London 21 April
1882, but was buried in his native town.

He was ceaselessly engaged in schemes for local improvements, of which it has been said that they were 'somewhat in advance of his time, and being always financially
weak, met with an imperfect appreciation.' His enthusiasm, in fact, outran his discretion, but nevertheless he accomplished much. He helped to found the Royal Institution
of South Wales (still in existence) in 1835, and presented to it his collections and his library. He was also a founder member of the Cambrian Archaeological Association in
1846. The restoration of Swansea's endowed grammar school was largely due to him, and so was the re-arrangement of the Corporation's archives, and the preservation of
Oystermouth castle. He was mayor of Swansea in 1853-4, and raised and commanded the 1st Glamorgan Artillery Volunteers in 1859.

His antiquarian publications arose out of his local interests, and, being issued in small limited editions, are now extremely scarce. Among them may be mentioned: Original
Charters and Materials for a History of Neath and its Abbey, 1845; The Free Grammar School, Swansea, 1849; Charters granted to Swansea, 1867; The Smelting of Copper
in the Swansea District, 1867, with a second and enlarged edition in 1881.

Author

Henry John Randall, (1877 - 1964)

Sources

Oxford Dictionary of National Biography

Further Reading

Wikipedia Article: George Grant Francis

Additional Links

VIAF: 78275481

Wikidata: Q5539858

Published date: 1959

Article Copyright: http:/rightsstatements.org/page/InC-RUU/1.0/
Lro-Y v Y cic

The Dictionary of Welsh Biography is provided by The National Library of Wales and the University of Wales Centre for Advanced Welsh and Celtic Studies. It is free to use and does
not receive grant support. A donation would help us maintain and improve the site so that we can continue to acknowledge Welsh men and women who have made notable
contributions to life in Wales and beyond.

Find out more on our sponsorship page.

| @nate

APA Citation

il

Randall, H. J., (1959). FRANCIS, GEORGE GRANT (1814 - 1882), business man and antiquary. Dictionary of Welsh Biography. Retrieved 11 Nov 2024, from
https://biography.wales/article/s-FRAN-GRA-1814

[ Copy to Clipboard

Privacy & Cookies
Copyright
The Project

Help
Contact



https://biography.wales/
https://biography.wales/
https://biography.wales/browse/A
https://biography.wales/authors/A
http://bywgraffiadur.cymru/article/c-FRAN-GRA-1814
https://twitter.com/WelshBiography
https://biography.wales/
https://llinellamser.bywgraffiadur.cymru/en
https://twitter.com/WelshBiography
http://bywgraffiadur.cymru/article/c-FRAN-GRA-1814
https://biography.wales/
https://biography.wales/browse/A
https://biography.wales/authors/A
https://biography.wales/pdf/s-FRAN-GRA-1814.pdf
javascript:window.print();
file:///tmp/s-FRAN-DEF-1815
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Grant_Francis
https://viaf.org/viaf/78275481
http://www.wikidata.org/entity/Q5539858
http://rightsstatements.org/page/InC-RUU/1.0/
https://biography.wales/pdf/s-FRAN-GRA-1814.pdf
javascript:window.print();
file:///donate
https://www.library.wales/index.php?id=7848&L=0&donate=bywgraffiadur
https://www.library.wales/index.php?id=355
https://biography.wales/copyright
https://biography.wales/about
https://biography.wales/help
https://biography.wales/about#contactus

H€1® LLYFRGEL
NLW m3'nu


https://www.library.wales/
http://www.wales.ac.uk/en/CentreforAdvancedWelshCelticStudies/IntroductiontotheCentre.aspx
https://www.cymmrodorion.org/
https://gov.wales/?lang=en

	FRANCIS, GEORGE GRANT (1814 - 1882), business man and antiquary
	Author
	Sources
	Further Reading
	Additional Links
	APA Citation



