
DYER, JOHN (1699 - 1757), poet

second son of Robert Dyer, a solicitor, living in Abersannen, Llanfynydd. (He bought Aberglasney, in the nearby parish of
Llangathen in 1710). John was christened in Llanfynydd church 13 August 1699 and it is likely that he was born at Abersanen
shortly before that date.

Educated at Westminster, he entered his father's office. After the death of Robert Dyer, John became a pupil of Jonathan
Richardson (1665 - 1745), author of Theory of Painting, 1715. Later Dyer rambled through South Wales and the
neighbouring English counties, as an itinerant painter. To develop his artistic skill he visited Italy, where the ruins of the
Baths of Caracalla recalled the oaks ' On Merlin's mount, or Snowden's rugged sides,' with their branches strewn by the
storm. In 1726 he returned to England and made the acquaintance of Aaron Hill and his circle, which included James
Thomson and Richard Savage.

In A New Miscellany, which is presumed to have been published in that year, 1726, there appeared Dyer's ' Grongar Hill ' in
octosyllabics; also in 1726 it came out in a pindaric version in Miscellaneous Poems and Translations, ed. Savage; and
finally, in Miscellaneous Poems, ed. D. Lewis, yet another version in octosyllabics was printed this year. A manuscript
version was in lady Hertford's possession. Both Dyer and Thomson belonged to her circle, and they were excellent friends.
A poem deploring their separation may have originated in an attempt on Dyer's part to become 'a practical agriculturist '
at Mapleton in Herefordshire However, his plans were changed. He married a Miss Ensor and was ordained. From 1741
onwards he held various livings in Leicestershire and Lincolnshire. He took up his duties at Coningsby in 1751, and there he
was buried on 15 December 1757.

His most famous poem, ' Grongar Hill,' was inspired by the scenery near Aberglasney. A Welsh rendering by Thomas Davies
of Crickhowell, Brecknock, was published at Llandovery in 1832. Other notable poems of Dyer's are ' The Ruins of Rome,'
1740, and ' The Fleece,' 1757, the last being full of memories of Wales. As a painter-poet Dyer is of some importance. His
study of Claude affected his poetic work, and there are grounds for regarding him rather than Thomson as the pioneer of
descriptive landscape poetry. Wordsworth paid tribute to him in his sonnet ' To the poet, John Dyer.'

Name:Name: John Dyer
Date of birth:Date of birth: 1699
Date of death:Date of death: 1757
Spouse:Spouse: Sarah Dyer (née Ensor)
Parent:Parent: Catherine Dyer (née Cocks)
Parent:Parent: Robert Dyer
Gender:Gender: Male
Occupation:Occupation: poet
Area of activity:Area of activity: Art and Architecture; Poetry
Author:Author: Herbert Gladstone Wright

file:///tmp/s-LEWI-DAV-1683


Author
Emeritus Professor Herbert Gladstone WrightEmeritus Professor Herbert Gladstone Wright , (1888 - 1962)

Sources
The Cambridge Bibliography of English Literature (Cambridge 1940), ii, 315

Oxford Dictionary of National Biography

Samuel Johnson, The Lives of the Most Eminent English Poets … A new edition, corrected, etc (London 1794)

Edward Thomas, introduction to Dyer's The poems of John Dyer (London 1903), 1913

H. S. Hughes, Modern Philology a journal devoted to research in modern languages and literatures, xxvii

W. Arthur, The Red Dragon, x, 208-28

E. W. Manwaring, Italian Landscape in Eighteenth Century England a study chiefly of the influence of Claude Lorrain and

Salvator Rosa on English taste, 1700-1800 (New York 1925), 3, 96, 98-101

[ William Davies, Llandeilo-Vawr and its Neighbourhood past and present together with zoological, botanical and geological

sketches, as well as a review of the commerce and commercial capabilities (1858)

F. Green, 'The Dyers of Aberglasney,' in West Wales Historical Records (1910–29), vii, 93-108, especially 101-3]

Belinda Humfrey, John Dyer (1980)

Additional information from Mr Denys Smith, Llandeilo

Further Reading
Wikipedia Article: John Dyer

Additional Links
VIAF: 385144783134535772095

Wikidata: Q3397435

Published date: Published date: 1959

Article Copyright: Article Copyright: http://rightsstatements.org/page/InC-RUU/1.0/ 

The Dictionary of Welsh Biography is provided by The National Library of Wales and the University of Wales Centre for
Advanced Welsh and Celtic Studies. It is free to use and does not receive grant support. A donation would help us maintain
and improve the site so that we can continue to acknowledge Welsh men and women who have made notable contributions
to life in Wales and beyond.

Find out more on our sponsorship page.

Donate

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Dyer
https://viaf.org/viaf/385144783134535772095
http://www.wikidata.org/entity/Q3397435
http://rightsstatements.org/page/InC-RUU/1.0/
file:///donate
https://www.library.wales/index.php?id=7848&L=0&donate=bywgraffiadur

	DYER, JOHN (1699 - 1757), poet
	Author
	Sources
	Further Reading
	Additional Links


