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DAVIES, JOHN GRIFFITH (1836 - 1861), poet and translator

Name: John Griffith Davies
Date of birth: 1836
Date of death:  1861
Parent: Phoebe Davies (née Griffiths)
Parent: John Davies
Gender: Male
Occupation: poet and translator
Area of activity: Poetry; Scholarship and Languages
Author: William Williams

Second of the four children of John Davies (Siôn Gymro), Yetwen, Glandwr, Pembrokeshire (1804 - 1884), and his wife Phoebe, daughter of J. D. Griffiths and grand-daughter
of John Griffiths, Glandwr (1731 - 1811). All four children died when comparatively young: Mary Ann in 1860 when she was 26, Elizabeth in 1859 at 19, David in 1848 aged
5, and John Griffith, who was lost overboard, near Liverpool, from the ship Hibernia, 14 March 1861, when he was 25 years of age.

He was educated at the day school of James Humphreys, Glandwr, and at New Quay and Templeton (near Narberth) schools. He was apprenticed to a tailor at Narberth, but
inheriting much of his father's gift for learning languages he went to sea as a sailor to visit foreign countries in order to do so. He learnt Latin from his father; afterwards he
mastered Hebrew, French, German, and Italian.

He wrote a great deal of prose and poetry, mainly translations, but little of his literary work has been preserved and none was published during his lifetime. His translation
from the Italian of the ' Lament of Petrarch ' (Gwylofain Petrarc), which has appeared since in several biographical notices of him, is perhaps the best-known; a specimen of
his published English verse is ' The Grave,' which appeared in Y Beirniad, 1863, iv.

Author

William Williams, (1885 - 1950)

Sources
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not receive grant support. A donation would help us maintain and improve the site so that we can continue to acknowledge Welsh men and women who have made notable
contributions to life in Wales and beyond.

Find out more on our sponsorship page.

Donate

APA Citation

×

Williams, W., (1959). DAVIES, JOHN GRIFFITH (1836 - 1861), poet and translator. Dictionary of Welsh Biography. Retrieved 11 Nov 2024, from https://biography.wales/article/s-
DAVI-GRI-1836

� Copy to Clipboard

Privacy & Cookies
Copyright
The Project
Help
Contact

Free text search

Free text search

https://biography.wales/
https://biography.wales/
https://biography.wales/browse/A
https://biography.wales/authors/A
http://bywgraffiadur.cymru/article/c-DAVI-GRI-1836
https://twitter.com/WelshBiography
https://biography.wales/
https://llinellamser.bywgraffiadur.cymru/en
https://twitter.com/WelshBiography
http://bywgraffiadur.cymru/article/c-DAVI-GRI-1836
https://biography.wales/
https://biography.wales/browse/A
https://biography.wales/authors/A
https://biography.wales/pdf/s-DAVI-GRI-1836.pdf
javascript:window.print();
file:///tmp/s-DAVI-JOH-1804
file:///tmp/s-GRIF-JOH-1731
http://hdl.handle.net/10107/5550510
https://archifau.llyfrgell.cymru/index.php/essays-and-poems
https://archifau.llyfrgell.cymru/index.php/commonplace-book-79
https://archifau.llyfrgell.cymru/index.php/gwaith-j-ohn-g-riffith-davies
https://archifau.llyfrgell.cymru/index.php/amrywion-15
https://archifau.llyfrgell.cymru/index.php/correspondence-989
https://archifau.llyfrgell.cymru/index.php/correspondence-990
https://archifau.llyfrgell.cymru/index.php/correspondence-991
https://archifau.llyfrgell.cymru/index.php/correspondence-992
https://archifau.llyfrgell.cymru/index.php/correspondence-993
https://archifau.llyfrgell.cymru/index.php/correspondence-994
http://hdl.handle.net/10107/5796025
https://archifau.llyfrgell.cymru/index.php/buchedd-gwaith-sion-gymro-gan-rowland-john-pritchard-mewn-ffeil-o-bapur-manila-rhoddwyd-gan-mrs-myfanwy-pritchard-aberystwyth
http://www.wikidata.org/entity/Q20733427
http://rightsstatements.org/page/InC/1.0/
https://biography.wales/pdf/s-DAVI-GRI-1836.pdf
javascript:window.print();
file:///donate
https://www.library.wales/index.php?id=7848&L=0&donate=bywgraffiadur
https://www.library.wales/index.php?id=355
https://biography.wales/copyright
https://biography.wales/about
https://biography.wales/help
https://biography.wales/about#contactus


https://www.library.wales/
http://www.wales.ac.uk/en/CentreforAdvancedWelshCelticStudies/IntroductiontotheCentre.aspx
https://www.cymmrodorion.org/
https://gov.wales/?lang=en

	DAVIES, JOHN GRIFFITH (1836 - 1861), poet and translator
	Author
	Sources
	Additional Links
	APA Citation



