
CADFAN (fl. 620), prince

He was the son of Iago ap Beli (died 613), of the line of Maelgwn Gwynedd. Beyond the fact that he ruled over Gwynedd,
nothing is known of his history. His tombstone, of the early 7th century, survives in the church of Llangadwaladr, Anglesey;
it bears the inscription, 'Catamanus rex sapientisimus opinatisimus (“most renowned”) omnium regum.' Legend gives him
a place in the lives of S. Winifred and S. Beuno; the account of Geoffrey of Monmouth is mostly fiction, but some colour is
given to the statement that he sheltered Edwin of Deira by the triad which makes the Northumbrian one of the three
oppressors of Anglesey nurtured in the island.

He was the father of Cadwallon, the British leader in the conflicts of the next age.
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