
BELCHER, JOHN (fl. 1721-1763), Methodist exhorter

Son of Edmund Belcher of Eglwys Ilan, Glamorganshire. Father and son were smiths by trade, but the latter began to
preach with the Methodists. In the Watford Association of 1743 he was appointed to visit the unmarried brethren and a
year later was appointed Howel Harris's assistant in some of the southern counties. He had grave doubts as to the
propriety of the continued connection between the Methodists and the Church of England, and, in 1745, joined with others
in addressing a letter of remonstrance to the Association and threatening to resign. Shortly afterwards he was appointed
to tour North Wales. In the dispute between Harris and Daniel Rowland he repudiated the former and attached himself to
the latter.

In 1758 he was crossed in love, impetuously enlisted in the army, and later fought in America. It was rumoured in Wales
that he died out there c. 1751, but it is known that he was at Trevecka in August 1763. He was a man of strong intellectual
gifts and an exceedingly acceptable preacher.
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